
Dear Hugo & Oneka Families,

Just like that…it’s a new year and I want to take this opportunity to welcome 
everyone to 2019.  Wow!!! The kids were super excited when they got off the bus 
on Jan. 2nd.  What a great way to start the year.

The biggest event that is upcoming has to be the BINGO NIGHT at Oneka on Feb 
1st sponsored by our wonderful Hugo.Oneka PTA.  I believe that event goes from 6 
to 7:30 pm.  Stay tuned! More info from the PTA to follow.

Speaking of the PTA.  The next PTA meeting will be on Jan. 14th in the media 
center at Hugo Elementary starting promptly at 6 pm.  Please consider attending 
to learn about all of the wonderful things the PTA does for our schools.  These 
meetings typically last one hour and free child care is provided.

Finally, the cold weather continues to provide opportunities for reminders:

● Always have a winter cap, gloves/mittens, boots, snow pants, and coat.
● Make sure you label all of your items.
● Finally, remember our -10° rule.  If the temperature or wind chill is below 

-10°,   the students stay in during recess.  

Have a great start to your new year.

Sincerely,

Mr Healy & Ms Dahlem
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Hugo Elementary  - Jason Healy - 651-653-2798

Attendance - 651-653-2621 

Health Office -  651-653-2622

Dismissal email: HugoDismissalRequest@isd624.org

Important Information

Contact Information

Oneka Elementary  - Teresa Dahlem - 651-288-1800

Attendance - 651-288-1802 

Health Office - 651-288-1803

Dismissal email: OnekaDismissalRequest@isd624.org

Calendar Items

Kindergarten Information Night - 6:00p @ Hugo

No School - MLK Day

End of Qtr 2

North Side Orchestra Lock-In @ North Campus HS

No School - Teacher work day

Family BINGO night @ Oneka

Book Fair @ Hugo

Orchestra Concert - 6:00p North Campus

“Because of Winn Dixie” showing for Oneka Students 6p

PTA Meeting @ Oneka 6:00p

No School

No School - Presidents Day

5th Grade Music Concert

Lifetouch Class and Spring Pictures - both schools

January 10

January 21

January 25

January 25

January 28

February 1

February 4 - 7

February 5

February 8

February 11

February 15

February 18

February 21

February 25 
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5th Grade Orchestra Concert

● February 5th, 6:00pm - North Campus
● Orchestra students need to arrive by 5:15
● Need to wear: Black pants/shirt/dress, black shoes and 

socks, and a tank top or t shirt. Students will get their 
orchestra polo shirt at the concert.

● Please come support our orchestra students!

Other Information

Winter Weather Policy

Students will be going outside for recess if the 
temperature or wind chill is -10 or above.

Needed: Gently Used Board Games

The Hugo SpEd and behavior intervention groups are looking for gently used board 
games. If you are looking to get rid of any, please consider donating them to the Hugo 
SpEd department.  You can drop them off in the Hugo Main Office, attn: Cara Cardoso.  
Thank you

January
2019

Kindergarten Information Night and Tours

● Tours: January 7 and 9 
○ 10:00 am - Hugo Elementary

● Information Night: January 10
○ 6:00 pm - Hugo Elementary



Seeking Members - Please Join Us!
  Our current PTA membership is down.  

● WHO:  YOU!!!  We would love to have more returning members along with some new, 
caring parents and teachers join our Hugo & Onkea PTA!  Be involved - make a difference!

○ New membership forms/dues need to be renewed every school year.
● HOW:  Simply fill out a PTA membership form (email hugoptasec@gmail.com if you need a 

copy or pick one up at a meeting), attach the $10 membership fee, and return it to your child's 
teacher or turn it in to a board member at a PTA meeting.  

● WHAT:  Your $10 annual membership to the Hugo/Oneka Elementary PTA includes a $2.25 
membership fee to the National PTA, a $4.00 membership fee to the Minnesota PTA, and 
$3.75 to help offset the costs of our local PTA so more incoming funds go directly to students.  

● WHY:   PTA membership gives you a voice in the planning and execution of incredible and 
vital PTA sponsored events, direct interaction with the school staff and administration, and 
most important, a front row seat to your child’s academic world!!

 

Hugo & Oneka PTA
PTA.  Every Child.  One Voice.  

January 2019                                                                                            

PTA Meetings
What happens at a PTA meeting??  We hear this question a lot!  January is New PTA Member 
Month!  In celebration, we’d like to extend an invitation for anyone who has ever been curious 
about what we do to check out our Open Meeting.  You do not need to be a member to attend a 
meeting.  While there are some business items that we need to take care of each month, we try to 
move through them quickly and have a goal of hour-long meetings.  Learn about what is going on 
in the school with reports from Mr. Healy & Ms. Dahlem.  Find out what teachers are passionate 
about and what they are doing in their classrooms.  Brainstorm ideas about how we can best 
support the students and staff of Hugo & Oneka.  Offer insights in planning and helping us run our 
fundraising and social events.  Free childcare is always available!  We value your time and your 
participation in helping our schools be the best that they can be for the success of our teachers and 
students.  Please join us!

PTA Budget ~ 2018-2019
We have an annual fundraising goal of $55,300.00.  Where does all of that money go?  That’s a 
great question!  We raise money throughout the school year to support so many educational 
experiences for our teachers and students!  Our teachers and students would not be able to do a lot 
of the things that they do within their classrooms without your generous support.  Updates are 
given at our monthly meetings.  Please join us to learn, discuss, and decide how best to allocate 
fundraising dollars. 
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FREE Bingo Night - February 1st
Join us for an evening of FREE BINGO fun!  This is a school community event, sponsored by the 
PTA, that benefits our local Hugo food shelf.  It will be held Friday, February 1st, 6:30 – 8:30 pm in 
the Oneka Elementary gymnasium.  Please bring personal care (toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, 
etc.) or non-perishable food donations for the food shelf, as well as candy donations to be used as 
prizes for BINGO.  In years past, our school families have done an amazing job contributing to a 
our local Hugo food shelf, a vital organization, through this tremendously fun event.  Let’s show 
our community support on February 1st and enjoy playing some BINGO!  Water and healthy 
snacks will be available for purchase throughout the event.  Please contact Stephanie at 
eslohmann@msn.com to volunteer or with questions.

Box Tops Competition - January 31st Deadline
This is such an easy way for our schools to earn money!  Our Box Top committee is holding a 
contest, running from December 1 - January 31 to see which classrooms can collect the most Box 
Tops.  The top classroom from each grade will win a sledding party with Mr. Healy and Ms. 
Dahlem!!  Please make sure Box Tops are neatly clipped and do not expire before March 1st, 2019 
(submission date).  Please fill out the collection sheet that was sent home in Friday Folders, or fill 
plastic baggies (50/bag) with teacher’s name and the number of Box Tops included on each bag.   

Hugo/Oneka Adult Game Night
We are hosting a new, adult only, fundraiser the evening of Friday, March 29th at the Hugo 
American Legion.  This will be a great way to mingle with other parents, staff, and community 
members while raising money for new Chromebooks and updating technology in the media center.  
The committee is looking for volunteers to help plan/organize and for sponsors for the event.  The 
next planning meeting is on January 18th at 7:30 at Savoys in Hugo.  Please email committee chair, 
Angela Thompson, at angela021774@gmail.com if you are interested in helping/sponsoring a table!   

 
Color Run - May 4th - Planning Help Needed

This is a very SUCCESSFUL and POPULAR fundraiser for our school!  We are in need of some 
people to form a planning committee together with chair, Jen Larson.  Please contact Jen at 
jennifer.larson30@gmail.com to help with this exciting event!

  

“Dino-Mite” Hugo Book Fair - February 4th-7th
Come and support our schools by purchasing books (make wonderful gifts) and/or volunteering to 
help at Hugo Elementary’s Scholastic Book Fair.  Books can also be purchased to donate to teachers 
from their wish lists.  The book fair will take place in the Hugo Elementary Media Center on 
Monday, February 4th from 3:30 pm-7:30 pm and February 5th-7th from 9:00 am-7:30 pm.  
Proceeds benefit classroom libraries, as well as the Hugo Media Center.  To volunteer for a 2 hour 
shift, click the Sign-up Genius link: 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a44a8a929a3f94-hugo
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Important Upcoming Dates 
January 14th  - Open PTA Meeting, 6:00 pm - Hugo Media Center
January 31st - Box Top Competition Deadline
February 1st - Bingo Night, 6:30-8:30 pm - Oneka Gymnasium
February 4th-7th - Hugo Book Fair - Hugo Media Center

***Free Childcare provided at every PTA Meeting!***

Next PTA Meeting - January 14th, 2019
We would like to personally invite you to our next meeting on Monday, January 14th at 6:00 pm in 
the Hugo Media Center.  All are welcome; you do not need to be a member to attend!  We will hear 
updates on the planning of Bingo Night, Hugo Book Fair, and Adult Game Night.  We will also 
discuss the progress in creating our PTA website.  Ideas, suggestions, and volunteers are welcome!

Hugo/Oneka PTA in the Digital Age
We are working to make information about PTA more easily accessible through the use of 
technology and social media.  We are hoping to better reach you for ideas, suggestions, and help.  

● Our PTA meeting minutes will now be posted on our current website as a DRAFT shortly 
after our meetings are held.  This will allow both teachers and parents who cannot attend 
meetings access to pertinent and current information.  

● Preparations are well under way to create the Hugo/Oneka PTA website!  The website will 
include information on what our PTA does, how to be involved, and how your generous 
donations are being used in your child's education.  As the site is built, we are taking 
suggestions and requests for content to be included on the site.  Send any suggestions or 
requests to lauren.a.schleicher@gmail.com.  Thanks!

● Please also search for “Hugo/Oneka Elementary PTA” and like us on Facebook!

  Contact Information

 Email: hugoptasec@gmail.com
Online:  Click here

Facebook: Click here
SignUpGenius: Click here

2018-19 Board: 
President:  Angela Thompson - angela021774@gmail.com

Vice President:  Cassandra Gomez
Treasurers:  Toni Brandvold & Lauren Schleicher
Secretary:  Katie Jones - hugoptasec@gmail.com

http://www.whitebear.k12.mn.us/HugoOneka/index.asp?ID=3627
https://www.facebook.com/Hugo-and-Oneka-Elementary-PTA-230628913620046/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4da9ab23aaf58-20182019
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Everything you need to know about Fortnite

I first heard about Fortnite from my grandson.  It was all he wanted to do and all he talked about for 

weeks. In the classrooms I visited kids often walk into their classrooms in the morning and Fortnite is 

what’s on their mind. Often they’ve played with their classmates during the evening. Now I love 

technology.  I am an Innovation coach.  My job is to love integrating technology and innovation 

through the 4 Cs into classrooms.  The four Cs are communication, collaboration, critical thinking, 

and creativity.  I decided I better figure out what Fortnite was all about.  Common Sense Media is an 

excellent source of information about appropriate apps, websites, movies, and digital tools.  It is the 

basis of many of our digital citizenship lessons.  Please take the time to read this article on Fortnite.  

Should I buy my child a cell phone?

When my daughter was in 7th grade she told me she was the only person she knew who didn’t have 

a cell phone.  I thought she had to be exaggerating.  When thirty of her friends were gathered for a 

retreat weekend, I asked them.  How many of you have a cell phone?  And yes, my daughter was the 

only one out of the thirty who did not have a cell phone.  Here is a great article on if and when your 

child should have a cell phone and what “rules”  should come with that cell phone.

Podcasts to listen to with your Tween!

It is often a struggle to have common media to listen to with your upper elementary student.  Here 

are some great podcasts your Tween will love and so will you.  

Happy New Year!

LuAnne Oklobzija 

Elementary Innovation Coach

Nick Marty

Elementary Innovation Coach

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-fortnite?utm_source=121818+Edu&utm_medium=email
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/cell-phone-parenting/whats-the-right-age-for-parents-to-get-their-kids-a-cell-phone?utm_source=121818+Edu&utm_medium=email
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/10-must-listen-podcasts-for-tweens-and-teens?utm_source=121818+Edu&utm_medium=email



